Two of the JGHS buildings were named by pupils after prominent local individuals, one
with a close connection to the school, former pupil and author Muriel Spark, and
athlete Eric Liddell who represented Edinburgh, Scotland and GB at the 1924
Olympics. The Muriel Spark Building and the Eric Liddell Building,

Both individuals also now have paths on Bruntsfield Links named after them.

JGHS Muriel Spark Building - Expressive Arts

Muriel Spark ‘

Muriel Spark lived in Bruntsfield and, from 1923 to 1935, attended JGHS
where she was a bright and able pupil. She became a very successful
author of novels. The most famous was “The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie”
which was made into a film and stage play.

She was greatly influenced by one of her teachers - Miss Christina Kay -
and it is believed that Miss Kay was the inspiration for Miss Brodie.
Pupils chose her name for the new Expressive Arts building
to help mark the centenary of Muriel Spark’s birth.

Muriel Spark Walk (2018) - Bruntsfield Links, Bruntsfield Terrace to Whitehouse Loan -
opened by Olga Wojtas
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Councillor Melanie Main, Headteacher Donald Macdonald, Olga Wojtas, Allison Naismith,
and Jean Knox

The Muriel Spark Society: The Muriel Spark Society



https://themurielsparksociety.blogspot.com/

JGHS Eric Liddell Building — Sports

-

Eric Liddell

Eric Liddell was a missionary in China, and an athlete.
He won a Gold Medal and set a new world record for the 400m race
in the Paris Olympiad in 1924.

He had been a favourite to run the 100m but, when he heard the heats
were on a Sunday, he refused to participate, opting for the 400m instead
as the race schedule did not involve a Sunday.

His life was documented in the international hit film-
“Chariots of Fire”. His name for the Sports building was chosen by
JGHS pupils in honour of the athlete’s strength of conviction

and firmly held principles.

Eric Liddell Way (2024), Bruntsfield LInks, Bruntsfield Terrace to Whitehouse Loan —
ceremony 29 April 2024 — opened by Darcy Graham

John Macmillan, Sue Caton, Councillor Marie-Clair Munro, Darcy Graham
Eric Liddell’s niece, Sue Caton, is a former pupil of JGHS

The Eric Liddell 100 - The Eric Liddell Community
A legend, A legacy, A lifetime of inspiration



https://ericliddell.org/the-eric-liddell-100/

